
 

 
An appeal to all people of good will: 

join us in stopping 
 the “barmy” amendment 

 

On Friday 10th November, the government announced that it planned to amend the EU Withdrawal 

Bill to write an exit date – 11.00PM on 29 March 2019 – into the Bill.   This is technically Amendment 

381 but after our Chair, the Rt Hon Dominic Grieve QC MP, called the proposed cut-off date “barmy” 

(Hansard, 14/11/2017, Col 238), the epithet “barmy” seems to have stuck to Amendment 381. 

This proposed amendment has produced a storm of protest.    

Anthony Hilton, one of this country’s leading financial commentators, writing in the Evening 

Standard on 15th November has described this amendment as “a hare-brained move” and warned 

that it is  “potentially disastrous” as it could cause another credit crunch: 

https://www.standard.co.uk/business/anthony-hilton-theresa-may-is-wrong-to-be-rigid-on-eu-

departure-date-a3691651.html. 

The CGE Chair, the Rt Hon Dominic Grieve QC MP, speaking in the Commons on 14th November said: 

Amendment 381 was sprung on the House, sprung on the Conservative party and certainly 

sprung on me—after weeks of talking gently to my ministerial colleagues and trying to find a 

sensible way through, which I continue to want to do—and suddenly landed on us as a 

diktat. It is quite simply unacceptable because it fetters the Government’s ability to carry out 

this negotiation, which makes me seriously question their competence, and it disenfranchises 

the House from properly exercising its scrutiny role, with the potential that, in fact, is almost 

an invitation to running into the buffers. Although I do not happen to believe that this is what 

the Government want to do, it certainly appears to play into the hands of those who seem to 

be so eager that we should leave the EU with absolutely no agreement whatever. 

MPs who have warned of the dangers of a train crash have been branded as “mutineers” by the 

Daily Telegraph and “rebels” by the Daily Mail.  Some – including Ann Soubry – have received 

threatening tweets and have had to ask the police for protection.    

When a government puts up a proposal that is “barmy” (Dominic Grieve) or “hare-

brained” (Anthony Hilton) it is the job of Parliament to call a halt.    

It is really important that everyone – whether you belong to a political party or not 

– supports those MPs who are standing up for the right of the House of Commons 

to scrutinise and if necessary amend legislation.   We can all do something really 

useful by emailing our MPs and encouraging others to do the same. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-11-14/debates/B9A99D17-80B2-43F4-BFD8-620E40A24EE9/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)Bill#contribution-2AAC62C4-AB5B-43E9-9DD2-50ED9EA5E1D1
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What you can do 
 Contact your Member of Parliament – and any other MP you know - and tell them that that 

you believe that the idea of writing a fixed Exit Date on the face EU Withdrawal Bill is 

completely wrong and ask them to oppose it.   

 

Even if the MP is known to be a Brexiteer contact him or her.  One Brexiteer – Geoffrey Cox 

QC – pointed out: “our own negotiators might wish to have an extension; this is curtailing 

the flexibility and room for manoeuvre of our own negotiators”.  Also it matters a great deal 

that ALL MPs should know that there is strong opposition to this proposal.    This applies to 

MPs of ALL parties. 

 

 Send this note and supporting material to others  – relations, friends, business contacts, 

local community members – and ask them to read it and contact their local MP and any 

other MP they know and to pass it on 

Almost all MPs have email addresses that you can find by going to www.Parliament.uk and putting 

your postcode or constituency or the MP’s name into the search engine.    

 If you are writing to your own MP, remember to give your address.   Put “URGENT” in the 

subject line.  You could follow up with a phone call to the MP’s office (the Parliament 

website search engine gives the phone number as well as the email and postal address) and 

ask the staff member who answers to make sure that the MP sees your message . 

 

 If you are writing to a friend/contact put “FROM AN OLD FRIEND” or “WE MET AT>>>” in the 

subject line – this means your email should be passed on even though you are not a 

constituent 

Making use of the CGE Briefing Paper “Fixing the Exit Date – A Terrible 

Gamble” 
The CGE has published a briefing paper that explains why fixing the exit date is potentially very 

dangerous indeed – this paper was very favourably referred to by Anthony Hilton.   You may want to 

send a copy to any MP you write to.   If you need a copy, you can download a pdf from: 

http://www.conservativegroupforeurope.org.uk/fixing-the-exit-date-a-terrible-gamble/ 

 

Suggested words for an email to an MP 
If writing to your own MP, don’t forget to include your address and say if you are a constituent 

Mark the email in the subject line URGENT – EU WITHDRAWAL BILL AMENDMENT then add “from 

Constituent” or “from friend” or “We met…”    We repeat: it is well worth calling the MP’s office to 

emphasise urgency.  Staffers often put time sensitive emails forward – others wait in queue for 

some days 

It is important to ask the MP to do something – we suggest that you ask the MP to urge the Select 

Committee chairs to start investigations.    

mailto:joe@ignacity.info
http://www.parliament.uk/
http://www.conservativegroupforeurope.org.uk/fixing-the-exit-date-a-terrible-gamble/


3  

This note has been approved for circulation by officers of the CGE.  Its author is Joe Egerton 

(joe@ignacity.info, 07969855533)    Please contact Joe for any further information or help 

 

 If the MP is a Conservative, you could use words like “I have been given a briefing note by a 

fellow Conservative with over 30 years’ experience of financial regulation.   I attach a pdf 

which can also be downloaded from www.conservativegroupforeurope.org.uk/fixing-the-

exit-date-a-terrible-gamble/    The paper explains why a fixed Exit Date on the face of the EU 

Withdrawal Bill will increase the risk of serious financial disruption and perhaps cause a 

credit crunch.   The financial commentator Anthony Hilton agrees with this: 

www.standard.co.uk/business/anthony-hilton-theresa-may-is-wrong-to-be-rigid-on-eu-

departure-date-a3691651.html    Please read this paper.  Please ask whether the Bank of 

England was consulted before the decision to support a fixed exit date was taken.   Please 

also ask Hilary Benn and Nicky Morgan as Select Committee chairs whether their 

committees will investigate the risks that putting 29 March 2019 on the face of the EU 

Withdrawal Bill create.” 

 

 

 If the MP is NOT a Conservative, use words like “I am a constituent who lives at (   ).   I have 

read a paper I am attaching and which says that fixing the exit date significantly increases 

the risk of a financial crisis.   Please look at it.  It has been supported by the leading financial 

commentator Anthony Hilton  www.standard.co.uk/business/anthony-hilton-theresa-may-

is-wrong-to-be-rigid-on-eu-departure-date-a3691651.html Please ask Hilary Benn as Chair of 

the Brexit Committee and Nicky Morgan as Chair of the Treasury Committee whether their 

Committees have had a chance to consider the risks this paper identifies.   Please also do all 

you can to find out whether the Bank of England was consulted by No 10 before the decision 

to write an Exit Date of 29 March 2019 onto the EU Withdrawal Bill was made.” 

Please also add something about how shocked you were to learn that as a result of the way the 

Telegraph and Mail have branded MPs doing their jobs as “mutineers” and “rebels” MPs doing their 

jobs are receiving threatening tweets.   

 

It is very important that we all work together on this.      

We need MPs who are standing up to pressure to keep quiet about proposals 

that are really harmful to know that they have support and are not alone.  

We need to make sure that ALL MPs know that these MPs have support in the 

country.  We need to protest against threats to MPs.    

Please contact every MP you know and encourage as many as you can to do 

the same.    

Some of us have already started to do this – and have been surprised to 

receive quick responses showing that MPs who have not spoken out on Brexit 

are concerned at the fixed date amendment and are telling colleagues and 

ministers that they are worried that a bad mistake is being made. 
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